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An important site related to the early history of Sebastopol, the Cemetery is a rare place and is highly valued by
the local community

The Dennis Kavanagh brought his family to Sebastopol in 1870 wher he first worked in the mines before opening
a butchers shop. In 1873 he became the licensee of the Exchange Hotel on the road to Wagga, which he bought
from Pat Heffernan. This was the time of the gold rush operating in the Sebastopol area. He had his hotel on a
suitable site just across from the two main gold mining sites, the Evening Star and the Morning Star mines. The
village shops were next door, and the homestead only about 5O metres away. It was a thriving mining centre for
a period, and also the centre for farming people round about. Dennis Kavanagh died in 1913, having been
predeceased by his wife, Catherine in 1902. Harry Kavanagh (his eldest son, who inherited the business) and his
wife, while operating the butchery business and the hotel, lost several of their children, who are buried at the top
of the rise to the west above the hotel site. Harry lived at the hotel until his death in 1937. On the next rise to
the north, around a group of kurrajong trees, is the site of other burials from the Sebastopol area, possibly 5
persons being being there.

National theme State theme Local theme
9. Phases of Life Birth and Death
9. Phases of Life Persons

Year completed: Circa: No

Kavangah had the Exchange Hotel, Sebastopol, at the time of the gold operations in the area. His hotel was
opposite the main mine sites. This burial site is at the top of the hill, about 300 m. to the west of the hotel, and
the graves of the Kavanagh children were originally fenced in with a post and rail fence, with some netting added
to keep out the rabbits. There were wooden markers for the grave sites, and three trees (two surviving, 2005) and
some of the fence posts still stand. The site is quite visible, especially as a silhouette in the late afternoon, from
the Wagga and Clear Hills roads junction..
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An important site marking the settlement of the area by The Kavanagh family

Temora

SHI number

The site and headstone details are invaluable for members of the family and those conducting geneaological

research

Lone graves are generally rare in the Temora area
Good/Good
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